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Take a seven-day break in the north and be back for Christmas, with fine presents, 
unusual souvenirs and unique holiday experiences. 

Two nights in elegant Stockholm and one each in medieval Tallinn and dynamic 
Helsinki are linked by voyages through the Baltic in a season that few outsiders 
have experienced. 

Yes, December days are short but the snowy winter scenery is indescribably 
beautiful. 

Yes, the Baltic winter is cold, but they build their homes and ships well in the 
North. You’ll be warm and safe, and many memories richer. 

 

Stockholm’s Old Town 
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  � 	  In Stockholm you’ll stay at the Sergel Plaza Hotel. 
You can check in any time after midday. 

This is probably Stockholm’s most central first-class hotel, in a side street behind 
Sergel Plaza. The rooms are decorated in an airy Nordic style, with wooden floors. 
The rooms have wireless internet access. 

The tall, bright dining room is in a central atrium. Its bar is a popular place for 
early-evening drinks before a night on the town, or for a final nightcap. 

The gym on the seventh floor is complimentary for hotel guests and open around 
the clock. You use your room key for access.  

The hotel offers a fine buffet breakfast, with organic options. 
 

The Great Square 
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� � � � � � � � �#�$%&���  Stockholm’s Arlanda Airport is about 35 km (22 miles) 
from the centre of town. The Arlanda Express train reaches the central railway 
station in 20 minutes. 

From the railway station to the hotel is 700 metres (yards) and takes about as long 
in a taxi as if you walk. Exit from the second floor of the station onto Klaraberg 
Viaduct and walk up to Sergels Torg. The hotel is just behind the square. 

Your nearest metro station is T-Central, at the railway station. The famous Town 
Hall is behind the station. 

600 metres to your south is the great Royal Palace, where the Old Town begins. 
700 metres west is Nybroplan, where you can catch a ferry or a tram to Djurgården 
Island, with its fine parks and museums.  

 
Hotel Sergel Plaza 
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  � 	 � After breakfast at the hotel, you will be ready to explore 
the most elegant city in Scandinavia, and you’re right in the middle of it. 

If this is your first visit, you'll probably want to head for the old town centre, 
Gamla Stan, with its Great Royal Palace and ancient churches. 

From there, a ferry across the harbour will take you to Djurgården for the Vasa 
and Skansen museums. 

On 13 December, Sweden celebrate Lucia Day and there are celebrations at 
Skansen at 16:00 (4 pm). After that the St Lucia retinue will head back to town for 
more festivities in Kungsträdgården, just round the corner from your hotel. 

 
Skansen in winter 
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  � 	  Your ship doesn't leave for Tallinn until the evening. 
Now is the time for some shopping, the best in the north of Europe. 

The Old Town has its boutiques but the main department stores and malls are 
either side of your hotel, in Klarabergsgatan and Hamngatan. 

The next street to your hotel is Drottninggatan, where there are many small and 
affordable shops. This is the area to look for clothes for young people. 

For fashion, design, furnishings and curios, try Södermalm, the district south of 
the Old Town. The quickest way there from the hotel is to take the metro from the 
railway station T-Centralen and get off at the third stop, Mariatorget or 
Medborgarplatsen. 

 
Stockholm shopping, by Bengt Nyman 
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  � 	 �  You sail for Tallinn at 17:45 on the Baltic Queen from 
Värtahamnen terminal. You can check out of the hotel up to 15:00 (3 pm). 

Värtahamnen doesn’t have its own metro station but the nearest is Gärdet, three 
stops from T-Centralen on the line to Ropsten. The walk of about 600 metres (600 
yards) from Gärdet to the terminal is fairly well signposted. 

There are no passport formalities at the terminal because you are travelling 
between two EU countries, both in the Schengen area. 

For the first couple of hours of your journey, you’ll sail through the great 
archipelago that separates Stockholm from the open sea. The twinkling lights in 
the darkness are towns and villages along the way.  

 
The Stockholm archipelago, by Miss Claeson 
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$%&���+��*� �� �  The Baltic Queen’s maiden voyage was on 24 April 2009; 
so this is a very modern ship, with 927 cabins, several restaurants and five bars. 

Shopping is a part of the cruise experience. There is a cosmetics shop, a boutique 
for fashion and souvenirs, and a supermarket of food and drink, including wines 
and beers.  

For children the Baltic Queen has a playroom and a video game room. For adults 
there are several public saunas and a pool 8 meters x 3.5m.  

You don't have an early start next morning, because the ship doesn't arrive in 
Tallinn till 10 o'clock. On the other hand, you lose an hour because Estonian 
clocks are one hour ahead.   

The Baltic Queen’s nightclub 
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  � 	  After breakfast, make your way to the deck. There is 
no island scenery but the ancient town casts a majestic silhouette as you approach 
by sea. The Baltic Queen arrives at Terminal D, just below the Old Town. 

The terminal itself is a good place to change money. Estonia has its own currency, 
the kroon (meaning crown). Credit cards are widely accepted, though. 

You will be staying in the Forum Hotel on Viru Square (address: Viru väljak 3). A 
taxi ride there from Terminal D shouldn’t cost more than 100 kroons but 
remember to agree the price before you start. 

But it’s such a short distance – 800 metres or 900 yards - that if the weather is dry 
and bright, you may decide to walk.   

Hotel Forum, map  
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� �*� � � � � Tonight your home is just outside the Viru Gate to Tallinn’s 
magnificent Old Town. You can check in to the Hotel Forum during the morning, 
as soon as you arrive. 

There are fine hotels inside the Old Town, too, but they tend to be cramped, with 
little to see from the windows. Also the narrow old streets can be noisy at night. 

But the four-star Hotel Forum, just 160 metres from the Old Town’s walls, is 
spacious and luxurious, with a fair-sized pool and relaxation centre, free to guests, 
on its top floor. 

There are 265 rooms, most of them non-smoking, with free WiFi internet. Its 
restaurant has even nabbed one of Estonia’s top chefs. 

All of the sights of the Old Town are within easy walking distance. Viru Square is 
also the hub of Tallinn’s tram network.  

The Old Town, by Maria Li 
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  � 	  The main attraction of Tallinn is its remarkable 
medieval town. People have been living here for at least five thousand years and 
the first fortress was built on the hill at the end of the 10th century. 

The historic centre is divided into two parts. Cathedral Hill or Toompea is where 
the aristocracy lived, while a town of tradesmen developed below it. 

There are fine restaurants, and more reasonably priced places, on almost every 
corner. 

But it may be worth having only a snack at lunchtime, and saving your appetite for 
the evening. Unlike visitors who arrive on ordinary cruises, you can experience the 
rich nightlife of this ancient town.  

Town Hall Square, by Daneen Vol 
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  � 	  Helsinki is only 80 km (50 miles) away, due north 
across the Gulf of Finland, so the next leg of your cruise is a day sailing. 

The MS Superstar is one of the high-speed cruiseferries that shuttles between 
Helsinki and Tallinn each day. 

The journey takes only two hours, so a stateroom would be wasted. To occupy 
your time, the ship has a three-deck high show lounge, four restaurants, a 
cafeteria, two bars, a casino and various shops. 

Departure is at 11:00  from Terminal D, where you arrived in Tallinn. You make 
port in Helsinki two hours later. Estonia and Finland are in the same time zone. 

 
Tallink’s Superstar 
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/*�&*�� ��  You arrive in Helsinki at 13:00 (1 pm) in the West Harbour. 

The Superstar can carry up to two thousand passengers but disembarkation doesn’t 
take long because there are only minimal border formalities. 

There is no tram stop nearby but city transport bus 15 will shuttle you to the 
Central Railway Station in a few minutes. From there your hotel is just ten 
minutes’ walk away. 

The West Harbour is safe and clean enough but it is not, to be honest, very 
attractive on a winter morning. Don’t think about walking into town. 

The easiest thing, of course, is to take a taxi. The rank is under the West Harbour 
Terminal. The fare will be 10-15 euros. 

 
Map of Helsinki centre 
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/*�&*�� ��+�� � � � � � �  Your hotel is between the Esplanade and Alexander 
Street. It couldn’t be more central. 

GLO is a modern and urban lifestyle hotel. The design and colour palette of its 
large rooms create a distinctively enjoyable atmosphere. 

Each room has parquet flooring. The beds and bedding are especially comfortable. 

Rooms have a sofa or an armchair and a foot stool, plus a work table. A 
complimentary WiFi connection covers the entire building. 

At this time in December, the St Thomas Market is held in the Esplanade, just 
round the corner from your hotel. Its stalls are a great place to pick up Christmas 
gifts and handicrafts.  

 
 

The St Thomas Market, by Esko Jämsä 
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  � 	  The best-known sights of Helsinki are around Senate 
Square, which is almost visible from the foyer of your hotel. The Lutheran and 
Orthodox Cathedrals are only minutes away by foot. 

Most of the other sites can be reached on the trams that speed along Alexander 
Street. Alexander Street itself is one of the main shopping areas. 

When you’ve had enough shopping, try the open-air skating rink in Railway 
Square. 

You won’t be leaving Helsinki again until late in the afternoon and you don’t need 
to check out of your hotel room until 15:00 (3 pm). 

 
Railway Square, by Rüta Saulyté 
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  � 	  Your ship, the Silja Serenade, leaves for Stockholm 
at 17:00 hrs (5 pm). 

It departs from the South Harbour. The easiest way to get there is to catch tram 3B 
from Alexander Street, round the corner from your hotel. The Olympia Terminal is 
just three stops away. 

There is a fine farewell view of Helsinki at night as you sail out of port. 

The Serenade has a central promenade running her length, lined with shops, cafes 
and à la carte restaurants. To sample a wider range of specialities, there’s the 
traditional Silja Buffet. 

 
The Silja Serenade 

����2����(�	���	�
���������
�
.�3��� � �4� �� � � 
  � 	  Your ship arrives at 9:30 at Värtahamnen terminal in 
Stockholm. Remember to adjust your watch to Swedish time, one hour behind. 

You'll probably already have decided whether you want to catch a few more 
sights, do some souvenir shopping, or just take it easy. 

Of course, a lot depends on what time your journey home begins. If you have an 
afternoon or evening flight, it may be worth putting your bags into temporary 
storage at the central railway station. 

You can reach Arlanda Airport by the express train departing from the central 
station every 15 minutes. The journey takes 20 minutes. A taxi may be more 
convenient but will take rather longer, 35-50 minutes. 

 
The Arlanda Express 
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Prices include daily breakfast at the hotel or on ship but no other meals. 

The information given here is the best now available. Ship departure and arrival 
times may vary slightly. 

 In the unlikely event that any accommodations or services have to be changed, 
alternatives will be provided of the same standard or better. 
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A third adult or a second child (aged 12 or under at the time of travel) can share 
rooms and cabins for a supplement. Ask for a quotation. 

 
 


