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You start with two nights in Stockholm, the most elegant city in the Baltic, 
historical and modern at the same time.  

On the third evening you sail east to Tallinn, to see the best preserved medieval 
town of Northern Europe. This is also a good place for unusual souvenirs. 

After a day and a night in Tallinn, you cross the Gulf of Finland to dynamic 
Helsinki. You’ll love its bright streets and timeless architecture. 

The final journey back to Stockholm is through some of the most breathtaking 
island scenery in the Baltic, arriving on the morning of Day 7. 

 
 

Stockholm City Hall 
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� � � � � � � �  In Stockholm you’ll stay at the Ariadne Hotel. You can check in any 
time after midday. 

This spacious, modern hotel is ideal for design cruises because it is located next to 
the cruiseferry terminal. There’s no need to drag suitcases around town. 

In fact there is a raised walkway that leads from the arrivals area of the terminal all 
the way to the hotel. There’s no need to descend to the street at all. 

The Ariadne has saunas and an exercise room. It even has a few bicycles for free 
use by guests. Its wireless internet is free, too. 

The hotel offers a fine buffet breakfast, with organic options. 

 

The lobby of the Hotel Ariadne, Stockholm 
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� � � � � � � � � � �  !"� � �  Stockholm’s Arlanda Airport is about 35 km (22 miles) 
from the centre of town. The Arlanda Express train reaches the central railway 
station in 20 minutes. From the railway station to the hotel is ten minutes by taxi. 

Or you could take the “T-bana” or metro; the nearest station is Gärdet. Then follow 
the signs to the ferry terminal and branch off when the signs to the Ariadne appear. 
The distance from the station is about 70 metres, much of it along a raised walkway.  

It’s worth using public transport during your stay. There’s nothing wrong with the 
taxis but the buses and metro trains are often faster, as well as being cheaper. 

Taxi prices are not fixed in Sweden, so the fare should always be agreed in advance. 

You don’t leave Stockholm till the afternoon of Day 3, so a 3-day SL Travel Card is 
a good investment. You can buy one from the news stand at Gärdet metro station.  

 
Hotel Ariadne in the harbour 
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� �" �� �  After breakfast at the hotel, you will be ready to explore the most elegant 
city in Scandinavia.  

The metro from Gärdet station is ideal for exploring the town. Unfortunately the 
local bus 76 does not run on Sundays. 

If this is your first visit, you'll probably want to head for the old town centre, Gamla 
Stan, with its Great Royal Palace and ancient churches. 

From there, a ferry across the harbour will take you to Djurgården for the Vasa and 
Skansen museums. See the round tour in the Stockholm section of this site. 

Unlike day-trippers who arrive by cruise ship, you don't have to cover the whole 
city in a few hours. There's plenty more time tomorrow. 

 
Stockholm city promenade 
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 !" ���  Your ship doesn't leave for Tallinn until the evening, and you can keep 
your hotel room well into the afternoon. 

There’s time for a morning boat ride around the harbour, stopping at the famous 
City Hall. There are tours starting at 10 o'clock and again at midday. 

Another option, especially if the weather isn't perfect, is to look at the shops. 
Stockholm has some of the best department stores in the north. 

Your room at the Ariadne 
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 !" ���  You sail for Tallinn at 17:45 on the Baltic Queen from Värtahamnen 
terminal, and you can check out of the hotel as late as 15:00 (3 pm). 

Even though the terminal is just a walk away, bear in mind that you must be on 
board well before the ship sails. 

You are travelling between two EU countries, both in the Schengen area, so there 
are no passport formalities, although spot checks are always possible. 

The first couple of hours of your cruise are unforgettably beautiful, as you sail 
through the vast archipelago that separates Stockholm from the open sea. 

After that you can concentrate on the attractions of the ship itself. 

The Baltic Queen 
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 !" ��� (� � ' � � � �  The Baltic Queen’s maiden voyage was on 24 April 2009; so 
this is a very modern ship, with 927 cabins, several restaurants and five bars. 

Shopping is a part of the cruise experience. There is a cosmetics shop, a boutique 
for fashion and souvenirs, and a supermarket of food and drink.  

For children the Baltic Queen has a playroom and a video game room. For adults 
there are several public saunas and a pool 8 meters x 3.5m.  

You don't have an early start next morning, because the ship doesn't arrive in 
Tallinn till 10 o'clock. On the other hand, you lose an hour because Estonian clocks 
are one hour ahead. 

 
The morning arrival from Stockholm 
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� � ' � � � �  After breakfast, make your way to the deck. There is no island scenery 
but the ancient town casts a majestic silhouette as you approach by sea. The Baltic 
Queen arrives at Terminal D, just below the Old Town. 

The terminal itself is a good place to change money. Estonia has its own currency, 
the kroon (meaning crown). Credit cards are widely accepted, though. 

Your hotel is the von Stackelberg: its address is Toompuiestee 23.  This just outside 
the Old Town, but it’s on the other side from the harbour so it’s quite a long walk 
with suitcases. A taxi ride from Terminal D shouldn’t cost more than 100 kroons 
but agree the price before you start, because Tallinn taxi prices are not fixed.  

 
Tallinn from the sea 
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� � ' � � � � � Tonight your home is the former city residence of Baron Theophil von 
Stackelberg, built in 1875.  

The converted, modern Hotel von Stackelberg is at the foot of Toompea Hill, just 
below its great castle. You can check in during the morning, as soon as you arrive. 

There are 50 rooms with natural stone walls and fine wooden floors but it has been 
entirely modernised, with air conditioning and even a computer in every room. 

Behind it is a quiet yard with a stable where the Baron kept his horses. 

All of the sights of the Old Town are within easy walking distance. Town Hall 
Square is about 800 metres (yards) away. 

Bus 40 to the new town centre stops outside the hotel. 600 metres to the north is the 
Baltic Railway Station, which is served by tram lines 1 and 2. 

 
Your hotel is below Toompea Castle 
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� � ' � � � �  The main attraction of Tallinn is its remarkable medieval town. People 
have been living here for at least five thousand years and the first fortress was built 
on the hill at the end of the 10th century. 

The historic centre is divided into two parts. Cathedral Hill or Toompea is where the 
aristocracy lived, while a town of tradesmen developed below it.  

There are fine restaurants, and more reasonably priced places, on almost every 
corner. 

But it may be worth having only a snack at lunchtime, and saving your appetite for 
the evening. Unlike visitors who arrive on ordinary cruises, you can experience the 
rich nightlife of this ancient town.  

The spires and cupolas of Old Tallinn 
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-' �" ' � � � �  Helsinki is only 80 km (50 miles) away, due north across the Gulf 
of Finland, so the next leg of your cruise is a day sailing. 

The Merilin is a luxury, high-speed catamaran that carries passengers only, about 
400. There is a small shop and a cafe on board. 

Departure is from Linnahalli terminal, which is to the west of the terminal where 
you arrived in Tallinn. From the nearest tram stop, by Fat Margaret’s Tower, it is 
about 700 metres. 

When possible, your departure is scheduled for midday. You arrive in Helsinki 90 
minutes later. Estonia and Finland are in the same time zone. 

 
The Merilin catamaran 
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-' �" ' � � � �  It’s quick to disembark from a catamaran and the border formalities 
are minimal, so you’ll be out of the terminal and in Central Helsinki in minutes. 

Your hotel is just on the other side of the South Harbour, a pleasant and interesting 
walk of about a kilometre (0.6 miles). 

En route you’ll pass some of the best known sites of the city; the Market Hall, the 
Market Square (although it is livelier in the mornings), the President’s Palace and 
the Uspenski (Russian) Cathedral. 

But if you prefer to drop your suitcases before starting to walk, the cost of a taxi to 
the hotel is 6-7 euros. 

Alternatively, take tram 3T to Alexander Street and then change to tram 4. The 
whole journey will be about 20 minutes. 

 
 

Map of central Helsinki 
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-' �" ' � � � � � Your hotel is just one block back from the South Harbour, so it’s 
right in the centre of Helsinki. 

During the day you can watch the busy harbour scene from its terrace but the area is 
quiet at night. 

The imposing building is an old harbour warehouse that has been completely rebuilt 
and renovated behind its brick facade. 

It’s run by the same people as your hotel in Stockholm, the Ariadne, so you can 
look forward to the same high quality of service and breakfast. 

It has a restaurant, a bar and a pub, plus a gym with sauna. You can even rent a bike 
for a ride around town. 

 
Hotel Grand Marina 
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� � � � � � � �  The best-known sights of Helsinki are around the South Harbour. 
Senate Square. The Lutheran and Orthodox Cathedrals are only minutes away by 
foot. 

The Avenue of the Esplanade and the Alexander shopping street are also close to 
the hotel. The ferries to Suomenlinna Island Fortress depart from the Market Place 
waterfront. 

You won’t be leaving Helsinki again until late in the afternoon and you don’t need 
to check out of your hotel room until 15:00 (3 pm).  

 
South Harbour Market 
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� � � � � � � �  Your ship, the Silja Serenade, departs for Stockholm at 17:00 hrs (5 
pm).from Helsinki’s Olympia Terminal. It’s in the South Harbour, just south of the 
Makasiini Terminal, where you arrived. 

You sail out through the straits of Suomenlinna. As you pass the King’s Gate, there 
are fine views over the fortress. 

The Serenade has a central promenade running her length, like a street, lined with 
shops, cafes and à la carte restaurants. To sample a wider range of specialities, 
there’s the traditional Silja Buffet. 

Children have a playroom and a “watery paradise”, adults a nightclub. 
 

Silja Serenade 
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0�1���  Your cruise ends when your ship arrives at 9:30 at Värtahamnen terminal 
in Stockholm. Remember to adjust your watch to Swedish time, one hour behind. 

You'll probably already have decided whether you want to catch a few more sights, 
do some souvenir shopping, or just take it easy. 

Of course, everything depends on what time your journey home begins. If you have 
an afternoon or evening flight, it may be worth putting your bags into temporary 
storage at the central railway station. 

You can reach Stockholm’s Arlanda Airport by the Arlanda Express train in just 20 
minutes from the central railway station. The train departs every 15 minutes. 

 
The Arlanda Express at Stockholm station 
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Prices include daily breakfast at the hotel and on board ship but, unless stated, no other meals. 

The information given here is the best now available. Ship departure and arrival times may vary 
slightly. In the unlikely event that any accommodations or services have to be changed, alternatives 
will be provided of the same standard or better. 
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A third adult or a second child (aged 12 or under at the time of travel) can share rooms and cabins 
for a supplement. Ask for a quotation.  


